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tritis, 8 ; hepatitis, 1 ; senile debility, 2 ; nephritis, 1 ; stillborn, 1 ; 
pneumonia, 3 ; syphilis, 1 ; tetanus, 5 ; cardiac syncope, 2 ; tubercu- 
losis, 12 ; other causes, 30. 

Eespectfully, Adolph Hiesch, 

United States Vice- Consul. 
Hon. Secretary op the Treasury. 



CANADA. 

Births, marriages, and deaths in Montr tal in 1900. 

Montreal, Canada, March IS, 1902. 

The health department of the city of Montreal only a few days ago 
issued its annual report for the year 1900. It deals with the city's 
death rate, birth rate, marriages, population, etc. The figures are 
somewhat startling to the people. The impression has prevailed that 
Montreal is a very healthy city. The death rate is given at 25.46 per 
1,000 for 1900, against 24.51 in 1899 and 20.66 in 1898. The birth 
rate is given at 34.26 per 1,000 for 1900, against 34.45 in 1898. The 
marriage rate has also fallen off slightly, being 7.76 per 1,000 in 1900, 
against 8. 12 in 1899 and 8 in 1898. The total number of deaths in 
1900 is given as 7,351, and the rate per 1,000 of the population 25.46 
is enormously high when compared with the death rate of other large 
cities on this continent. In New York, with its huge congested and 
poverty stricken districts and its hot summer climate, the death rate is 
only 19.95 per 1,000. In Boston it is 19.06; in Chicago, 14.68; in 
Buffalo, 14.19. Even in New Orleans the death rate is only 24.94. 

Civic officials put forth the contention that the cause of the death rate 
in Montreal being far heavier than what it should be is the result of 
the heavy mortality among infants. 

It is well known that sanitary conditions are no little to blame for the 
slaughter of the ' ' innocents. ' ' The medical health officer has frequently 
declared that the existence of privy pits has much to do with the heavy 
death rate among infants ; nevertheless, the obnoxious pits still remain. 
It is a fact that there are weeks in the heat of summer when 125 infants 
die. The total death rate of the entire city should not average over 100 
per week. 

The following table, taken from the annual report for 1900, gives a 
very complete review of this whole subject. It gives the exact figures 
of deaths, marriages, births, etc., since 1884. 



Year. 


Popu- 
lation. 


Deaths. 


Rate 
per 1,000 
of popu- 
lation. 


Births. 


Rate 
per 1,000 
of popu- 
lation. 


Mar- 
riages. 


Rate 
per 1,000 
of popu- 
lation. 




162,959 
167,501 
183, 504 
189,501 
201,743 
210,000 
216,300 
218,268 
224,816 
231,560 
241, 748 
249,000 
256,470 
264, 161 
272,089 
280, 251 
288, 658 


4,358 
7,825 
4,655 
5,286 
5,824 
5,588 
5,365 
5,391 
5,507 
5,782 
6,594 
6,179 
5,622 
6,03s 
5,622 
6,871 
7,351 


26.74 
46.71 
25.36 
27.% 
28.86 
26.60 
24.80 
24.24 
24.49 
23.96 
27.27 
24.81 
21.92 
22.48 
20.66 
24.51 
25.46 


6,728 
6,303 
8,326 
8,249 
8,685 
8,680 
8,672 
9,576 
9,454 
10.080 
10, 714 
10,055 
9,592 
9,184 
9,433 
9,655 
9,892 


41.28 
37.62 
45.37 
43.63 
42.91 
41.33 
40 09 
43.87 
42.05 
23.53 
44.29 
40.38 
37.40 
34.76 
34.66 
34.45 
34.26 


1,513 
1,495 
1,931 
1,984 
2,804 
2,107 
2,080 
2,107 
2,149 
2,273 
2,188 
2,011 
1,902 
1,885 
2,179 
2,277 
2,440 


9.28 




8.92 




10.52 




10.46 




10.92 




10.03 




9.61 




9.65 




9.55 




9.81 




9.05 




8.07 




7.40 




7.13 


1898 


8.00 




8.12 




7.76 
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Death rate in other cities. 

Some statistics have been procured by the health department as to 
the death rate in other cities. Of 100 cities in America from which 
statistics could be secured, Three Eivers has the highest death rate, 
and Hamilton, Ontario, the lowest. For 19 North American cities, it 
was shown the average death rate was 20. 1 per 1,000. For 75 European 
cities the average death rate is shown to be 19.7. For 6 South American 
cities the rate was shown to be 32.1. 

Commenting on this report the Montreal Star has the following : 

"Assuming the population to be 250,000, Montreal loses 6,250 lives 
a year. Why should we lose 2,245 more than Louisville, Ky.? 

"Why should 3,873 more people die here than in St. Paul; 3,580 
more than in Minneapolis? Coming nearer home, why should we lose 
2,703 per year more than the same population of Buffalo? Why is it 
that a great city like New York, with its herds of all kinds of people 
nocking in from the four quarters of the earth, its intense heat in sum 
mer, its dense population, crowded tenement districts, why should such 
a city actually lose 1,438 fewer lives per 250,000 than Montreal ? 

"Why should our death rate be higher than Memphis, Tenn., or 
New Orleans, with their frequent ravages of fevers unknown in our 
climate ? Why should Montreal in 1900 lose a larger percentage of its 
population than any other city on the continent, with the single excep- 
tion of Savannah, Ga.? " 

John L. Bittinger, 

Consul- General. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Two more deaths from cholera at Canton. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, March 17, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to advise you for the information of the U. S. 
Marine-Hospital Service of the receipt of the following telegram dated 
the 14th instant from the consul of the United States at Canton, China : 

Fritz Brockelmann, Swedish-Norwegian merchant consul, died to-day, cholera ; also, 
sailor French gunboat Avalanche. 

Bespectfully, John Hat, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

Cholera spreading in Seungshan — Abating in Canton. 

Department of State, 
Washington, J>. C, March 20, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to advise you for the information of the U. S. 
Marine-Hospital Service of the receipt of a telegram dated the 19th 
instant from the consul of the United States at Canton, China, as follows : 
Cholera spreading in Seungshan, abating Canton. 

Bespectfully, John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 



